
Intermediate 
Series

Layers



Intermediate Series
Welcome to the Intermediate Series for 

Procreate, the limitless creative tool for iPad.
This guide will introduce you to Layers, one  

of the fundamental advantages of digital art.
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Part One 
Introduction  
to layers



2.Love your layers
Layers are unique to digital 
art and have some big 
advantages over conventional 
art techniques.  
Unlike painting on paper,  
the layers in your digital 
artwork are available to 
change at any time.
With layers, you have immense 
freedom to experiment with 
your art compositions. 



3.Creative control
Procreate uses layers that are stacked, 
giving you the power to experiment and  
try new things on each layer, without 
touching others. 
You can paint, erase, edit and rearrange 
layers individually, without ruining what  
you have already done.



4.Exclusive edits
By keeping your layers  
separate, you can make  
changes to one layer without 
touching the other layers.
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Part Two 
Interface



6.At a glance

LAYERS BUTTON
Tap the button to reveal  
the Layers Panel.

CREATE LAYER
Tap the plus icon (+) to add  
a new layer.

HIDE LAYER
Tap the checkbox to hide  
or reveal a layer.

SELECTED LAYER
Tap any layer to select and edit it.

BACKGROUND COLOR
When this layer is selected,  
you can use the color wheel  
to set the background color.
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7.Selected layer
Edits will only ever be made to  
the selected layer in Procreate.
When using multiple layers, always  
ensure you have the desired layer selected. 
Tap a layer and it will show up blue to 
indicate that it is selected. Then paint, 
erase, transform, or apply any effects  
to that layer.



Part Three 
Organizing 
layers



9.Grouping layers
Select multiple layers by gently swiping 
right on additional layers you want  
selected. With multiple layers selected,  
you can group them into a folder.  
This is a great way to keep your  
artwork tidy and organized.



10.Moving layers
You can drag-and-drop layers and  
groups to speedily reorganize elements 
within an artwork. 
Simply tap-and-hold a layer to pick up,  
then drag it up or down in the layer order.



11.

There are many reason to merge layers into 
one, like simplifying your work by combining 
multiple layers. Or perhaps you want to edit 
duplicated layers as a single flat image.

Merging layers



Part Four 
Tools



13.Transform
You can adjust the scale, rotation  
and orientation of individual layers. 
Simply select your layer in the layers  
panel, and select the blue arrow in the  
top left tool bar. 
This will show a bounding box around  
the layer, where you can use the corners  
to manipulate the size and scale 
of your object.
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14.Duplicate or delete
Made a mistake? Simply delete a layer.
Want to save time? Duplicate a layer.
Just swipe left on a layer and you will  
have the option to Duplicate or Delete.



15.Experiment!
Duplicating a layer and hiding it  
is a simple way to preserve your work. 
Try out different ideas quickly and easily 
on duplicated layers without permanently 
ruining any progress.



16.Transparency options

HIDE LAYER
Tap the checkbox to hide  
or reveal a layer.

OPACITY SLIDER
Tap the “N” on any layer to reveal 
the opacity slider. Then drag the 
slider to adjust opacity.

OPACITY SHORTCUT
Tap any layer with two fingers to 
trigger the opacity shortcut, then 
drag your fingers left or right across 
the canvas to adjust the level of 
transparency.



Artistic expression helps make  
education meaningful, memorable  
and fun. Find more creative lesson  
ideas at education.procreate.art
To dive deeper into the full creative  
potential of Procreate, see our  
Handbook at procreate.art/handbook
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http://education.procreate.art
http://procreate.art/handbook

