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Intermediate Series
Welcome to the Intermediate Series for 

Procreate, the limitless creative tool for iPad.
This guide will introduce you to Blend modes, 
another fundamental advantage of digital art.
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Part One 
Introduction  
to Blend modes



2.Blend modes

Explore color 
interaction
Blend modes control how  
two stacked layers interact.  
You can create translucent 
effects or add light and  
depth to your work.
One of the best aspects of 
digital art is the ability to tweak 
and manipulate your artworks 
after finishing them.  
Blend modes offer a unique 
and useful way to edit  
your work.



Part Two 
Blend modes menu



4.Blend modes menu

Access  
blend modes
Tap the N, which stands for Normal.  
Normal means no blend mode is applied.

TAP THE ‘N’



5.
Explore 
blend modes
Scroll through the menu and see how 
changing the blend mode of the top  
layer affects the bottom layer.
Blend modes depend on the colors of both 
the top and underneath layers, so scroll 
through and see the effects. You will find 
Normal again in the middle of the list.



6.
Layer opacity
You’ll also find the Opacity slider  
in this menu.
Change the opacity of the layer by dragging 
the slider left or right. This is great for fine 
tuning the effect of blend modes.



Part Three 
Using blend modes



8.Using Blend modes
Let’s see some Blend modes in action.



9.
Darkening
The top few blend modes have a darkening 
effect. For example, Multiply multiplies  
the color on top with the color underneath 
and darkens it.
Multiply is good for adding rich shadows  
to you work, especially as you can still see 
the texture underneath. Use the Opacity 
slider to fine tune the effect to your work. 

DARK BLEND MODES



10.
Lightening
The next few blend modes have  
a lightening effect. 
Screen is the opposite of Multiply in that 
it divides the color above with the one 
underneath. Color Dodge and Add have  
a more burning light effect. 

LIGHT BLEND MODES

10.



11.
Contrasting
From Overlay down we have a number  
of blend modes with a combination  
of effects that can boost the contrast  
of your artwork.
Overlay works like a combination of  
Multiply and Screen, both lightening  
and darkening, producing high contrasting 
and vibrant results.

CONTRAST BLEND MODES

11.



12.
Coloring
From Hue down, there are a number  
of blend modes that allow you to recolor 
your artwork.
These blend modes, together with the 
Opacity slider, enable you to add a flexible 
range of color tints to your layers.

COLOR BLEND MODES



13.Infinite Effects
Layer up blend modes for flexible control of color and light.



14.Experiment
The best way to learn how Blend modes work 

is to play and discover how the effects work for yourself.



Artistic expression helps make  
education meaningful, memorable  
and fun. Find more creative lesson  
ideas at education.procreate.art
To dive deeper into the full creative  
potential of Procreate, see our  
Handbook at procreate.art/handbook

Create

Learn with

http://education.procreate.art
http://procreate.art/handbook

